Ultimate
Critique

Get to grips with the recent flurry of gastronomic guides.

TEXT STIFHAMIE S

The Miele Guide: Your Guide to Asla’s
Finest Restaurants 2008 /2009

Panel: B4 restaurant oritics and food writers

from 16 Adan countries. Journalists nomnate
whal they (onssder Use top eateries in their csn
COUTRry

Parfect for: Foodies ona mission arcund Asia
Glass halt full: Widening the scope tn Asq
highights keeps the competition aterest EVR.
Good amount of detail for top pidks

Glass half empty: MNarowing down the 20 best
restaurants m the continent leaves Ty out in
the eold. Not particularly comprebensive if you're
looking to eat your way arcund a singhe city

Top of the dass: Joed Rohudhon's estagsants m
Hony Kong, Macsu and Tokyo were all featured in
the top 20. Hong Kong emerges ac the best eating
city, lofowed by Singapore

Mear misses: Fiere Gagnaire’s whessacal
appreach is nat even warth a mention

Maobil Travel Guide: Hong Kong € Macau
Paned: The imspactons are journalists, mast of
them expats

Perfoct for: First time visitons 10 Heng Kong
Glass half full: & gm-u;l, Basic guide — Horg il:u.rﬁ

for beginners if wou will, Clearly categorses sights,

i, hoppng, restauraits, reghtlife, art and
culture by locatan

Glass half empty: The dining section won't
placate foodies as restaurants are merely isted,
nat ralesd

Top of the dass: Hard to say without 4 atlig
system but Cafe Deco, M One, Ling King Heen
and Wasshisabe garnered rave reviess.

Maar misses: Low: brow options sudh s
burgrer chain Tripie O by White Spot make an
appearance, a5 does towrist hot spol Armerican
Peking. Enaugh said

Michelin Guide: Mong Kong and

Macau 2009

Paneld: 20 anorymous inspectors (oaly two of
whom were Chmese) whe make regular visits 1o
restaurants ard botels and settle their own kil
Pertect tor: Thoss that Se to be in-the-know. Or
anyorie up for a iiery foodie debate.

Glass half full: Despite the controversy caused

Lry Ulsee Tirst set of local results, Machedn i still the
gude that chefs care about. In terms of hestary anc
reputation, it stll regns apreme.

Glass half empty: Skimps on detads with overly
beief write-up Lack of locals on the pane| rajses
sy 2b0ut bow Faniliar imspectors are with the
muances of Chanese culsine

Top of the class: Lung King Heet was the only
restaurant worthy of three stars, kg werdd
history weth the first Chinese Michefn -starred chel,
Near misses: Same were surprizssd thet Spoon and
MNobu dida't make the cut

WOM GUIDE 2009

Panel: This year's edition featured 1,300 eateries
reviewad by more than 5,000 WOM members
Perfect for: True blue Hong Kongers

Glass half full: The anby !urveg,.hbased E;uidu

written by locals for locals. Includes a wide array of

restavirants from cha chan tengsto private kitchens

as well as hotel establishments and touristy spots.
Glass half empty: Write-up could be meatier.
Top of the class: In addition Lo the usual suspects,
D.Diamaond Restaurant € Bar, Da Domenico,
Derby Room, Forum, Fu 5ing Shark Fin Seafood
Restaurant; Inagiku, Kenjo, Matusbishi

Mear misses: Some of the more obscure eateries
{dai pai dongs and the like} are listed but missing
feedback and comments
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