We've done Christmas as an extended family since |
can remember. It used to be held at my grandma’s
home when we were a scant 80 in number. Now
that we are closer to 180, we've had to move it to
one of the Jockey Club function rooms. One of my
aunts co-ordinates everything, including presents -
she usually comes back from the toy shops with 50
stuffed animals and games for the younger kids.
Picking a Santa Claus from among us usually
depends on who has gained the most weight that
year. My dad has never been picked because he’s
naturally thin. My favourite part of the evening is
the Christmas carol singing. It's the only time of the
year | actually play the piano. It's all very relaxed
and casual: someone will yell out “Let’s do Silent
Night!” and off we go. For me, Christmas has
always been about getting the

“- family together and doing fun,
> silly things.

+ < Samanta Pong Sum-yee,

., co-founder of WOM guide
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Carols, family and friends, and the odd Qhristmas gig

Although the gifts have already been opened, the wine has flowed, the turkey dinner &
has got you stuffed and you may be suffering from overindulgence, the holiday spirit is
still in the air and is likely to linger until New Year. Here are some local personalities to
tell us about their festive rituals.

Wt done Cheristmas as an extended Family sine |
can rerniember, I used to be held at my grandma's
hoeme whisn we were a scant B0 in rumber. Now
thiat we ane closer to 150, we've had to move it to
ane of the Jockey Club furction reoms. One of my
aunts co-ordinates everything, including presents -
she wsually comes back from U toy shops with 50
stuffed animals and games for the younger kids,
Packing a Santa Claws from amang us usually
dhespeencs on who hars gained the most weight that
wear. My dad has never been picked becaurse hi's

My fandest Christmas memony i lying in bed as a child, listening to cacol singing in the
sireeq on Christmas Eve. Having grown up in a devout Protestant family, | still ove
carolfirg and | still remember most of the hyrics in my detage. This year, | am spending
thi: holidays parthy with my daughter in Canada 3nd partly with riends in Hong Kong.
and on the mainkand. As for gift giving. 'm a real sucker for giving people presents they
enjoy, and doing chasity work. A bunch of us, mostly Diccesan Girls Scheol alumini,
once taught 3 class of Form Two students to recite fabbarwocky [a poem of nansense
| werse by Lewis Canroll] and veon third prize at the choral speech festival. Mast
rewarding! Personally, the mast thoughitful gift 've received recently is a kiss and a hug
| Tioem somesone | kve,
Diana Lin, television anchor and producer

Since becomang an actor, what |
crawe oviry Christmas ane
Christrrars jobs irstead of presents.
The pay i abways befter, and | can
work and erjoy tHie hestie
atmosphere all at onge. But | 3o not
always get such opportunites 50

| treasure each one of them. |
remember thee time when | was
vited bo be a guest performer ina
parace held by a local television

raturally thir, My favourite part of the evening is
the Christrmas carol singing. ITs the only time of the
wear | actually play the pland. It's 2l very relaxed
and casuak: someane will yell out “Let’s do Sient
Might™ and off we go. For me, Chiistmas has
always bien about getting the
i family together and doing fun,

staticn in Singapore, | was very
happy becase it was the first time |
had expersenced a hot Christmas of
over 30 degrees Celsius. And at
night after thi show, thiry burred
firecrackers, A
Remember, it
was Chrisimas
aned thesy burni
I'm a pretty boring person when firecrackers. It
it comees to planning events for WS an
festivals. | usually spend IrliEresting
Chirtstmas with friends, and EAPETNCE.
Neew Yiear is reserved fior my Wong Hed,
Famiity, Our regular check st is actor
1o sing karaoke, exchange gifts
then go out clubiing. The nead
vy, if we don™ have 1o nurse
ary hangowers, | also play
mahjong and vided games . !
wilh y friemds. L \
Mikcki Yago, medel

1 kv st Horgkongers mnwrap their Chiristmas
presents on Boxing Day. But in my family, we
unwrap ours on Christmas Day and its still a
mystery o us winy Boxting Day exists. Even now that
1 amiall grown up, mry mother still ghves me presents
in a Christmas stocking with a cand signed Santa
Claus, Every Christmas is memarable for me, but
thi2 most unforgettable is probably the ane when |
gait vy first compartes. | was arcund LD and had na
¢l about how to assemble or USE 3 COMpuler,
‘Wit really impressed me was that my younger
brother could actually di it. For miad year, my
* bigest wish is to get married and have |
childnen, If | can find the right girl, 'm ready |
o setthe down, | kove rabbits and it's the
Year of the: Rabbit next vear. | wish my
child could bt born in the Year of the
Rabbit. But now | donThave a
girriend yet; i's not something |
can contral,
van Wong Yau-leung, singer




